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Winding Brook Park Association
THE PARK CRIER

Dear Neighbors,

The Winding Brook Park Association Board has been discussing the recent events associated with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. First, our thoughts and prayers go out to everyone who is suffering during 
these unprecedented times; for the elderly and immune-compromised who are unable to leave their 
homes,  see  their  loved  ones,  and  get  essential  services;  for  the  local  business  owners  whose 
businesses are closing or cutting back hours and staff; and for parents, students, and teachers, who 
are left with few options to keep our families safe other than to keep our children at home. 

It is times like these that we are thankful to live in a community like ours. There have been many 
residents who have reached out to Board Members asking how they can best help their neighbors. 
We would like to ask that everyone reach out to your immediate neighbors to make sure their needs 
are being met. If you or someone you know needs assistance, do not hesitate to ask for help.  A local 
resident is creating a local support network, please email us (wbpahome@gmail.com) if you either 
need assistance or would like to volunteer to help one of our neighbors, especially if you have a 
medical background, so we can help make connections. Also look at the Help Map on NextDoor for 
more opportunities.

Second, one of Winding Brook’s signature annual events is the Easter Egg Hunt. This event was 
scheduled for the Saturday before Easter Sunday at Henry Frank Park. Due to the recommendations 
from the CDC and Governor Holcomb, we have decided to cancel this year’s program. I’m sure 
others, like us, will miss coming together as neighbors at this festive event. Please look on the back 
page of this newsletter for some exciting news for your children!

Lastly, we know that everyone is feeling the strain of the “social distancing” in place. Families have 
only begun the weeks ahead without school activities to keep everyone busy. This is why the Board 
came together to initiate a new activity: a Winding Brook Neighborhood Photo Scavenger Hunt! 
As a family, take a walk or bike ride through the neighborhood looking for the items on the list. 
When you see one, take a photo with it and at least one team member. We want to see you enjoying 
the spring weather, exploring the neighborhood and looking for things you may have missed before. 
Once you find everything on the list, email the photos to wpbahome@gmail.com with the family 
names of whom participated. We would like to include some photos and a list of families in a future 
Crier,  so  be  creative!  Please  share  them  on  Facebook  and  NextDoor  with  the  hashtag 
#InThisTogetherWBP. (See back page)

We hope that with the support of family, friends, and neighbors, we will come through this with a 
greater appreciation for what is most important. 

Please take care and be safe. 
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President’s Corner
Hello Neighbors,
I am honored to serve as the new Winding 
Brook Park Association President.   I  would 
like  to  first  start  off  by  thanking  the 
immediate  past  president,  Michael  Miller.  
He has  served our  neighborhood well  since 
2017, leading us through some major projects 
such as the new entrance signs.  Through his 
leadership and dedication, Winding Brook is 
a stronger and more welcoming community.
If  you  don’t  know  me,  my  name  is  Zach 
Dripps.  My wife, Jeanette and I moved to 
the  neighborhood in  the  fall  of  2017  and I 
joined the Board in January, 2018.  We have 
seven amazing kids who keep us busy, but we 
try to give back to our community when we 
can. We love this neighborhood and I hope I 
can serve it well. I am the Deputy Director of 
the Michiana Area Council of Governments 
(MACOG),  a  regional  planning  agency  that 
works with local  governments to help them 
study and attempt to resolve interlocal issues.  
I’m  passionate  about  working  with  local 
communities to make our region great.  One 
of the first things I wanted to do as President 
is hear more from my neighbors on what they 
think the neighborhood should do.   So,  we 
are issuing a Neighborhood Resident Survey 
to  better  understand what  you  think  about 
existing programs and what else may interest 
you.  Please take time to fill it out.  A printed 
version will be included with your dues letter 
or  you  can  take  it  online:   http://bit.ly/
WBPAsurvey.
You  can  a lways  reach  us  a t 
wbpahome@gmail.com and give us feedback.  
We  are  a lso  a lways  looking  for  good 
volunteers to help with an existing event or 
bring us your ideas!
Thanks!                    Zach 
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Annual Dues 
It is important for every family to support the work of 
the neighborhood association through your annual dues.  
Annual  dues  help  keep  common  areas  maintained, 
support neighborhood events, maintain our website, the 
Crier, and pay for insurance, water, and our storage space 
to name a few. It also gives us opportunities to do new 
and exciting projects.
This year, to encourage every home to pay on time, we 
are offering a special raffle.   Each home that pays 
their full dues by Memorial Day—May 25—will be 
entered  to  win  one  of  several  $50  gift  cards  to 
local restaurants that have been hit hard by closures.  
To make it  simple,  you can pay your dues in the pre-
stamped addressed return envelope.  Please do you part 
to  be  sure  we  can  maintain  the  quality  of  life  in  our 
neighborhood.
This year, we have added the ability to pay electronically 
using  the Cash App by Square, Inc. Scan the image you 
see  here  with  your  smartphone  camera  (no  special 
equipment needed) and you’ll be able to download the 
app. Once you have the Cash App, scan the code again 
and you will be able to pay your dues of $110 directly to 
the  Association.   Please  add  your  address  to  the 
comment section.

Your support is most appreciated. Thank you.

Winding Brook Website: 
windingbrookpark.com 

WBPA  
PO Box 6566  

South Bend, IN 46660 

WBPA email address: 
wbpahome@gmail.com 
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Almost  everyday,  your  Winding  Brook 
neighbors  are  signing  up  to  keep  better 
informed.  For  those  of  you  who  have 
already joined, you know Nextdoor’s value 
as  a  tool  that  is  helping  to  connect  our 
neighborhood.  Nextdoor is a private online 
network based on address so it is exclusive 
to  Winding  Brook  unless  you  choose  to 
include surrounding neighborhoods.   Your 
choice.   This is now the vehicle that is 
u s e d  to  a l e r t  yo u  w h e n  t h e re  i s 
something  urgent  that  you  should 
k n o w  re g a rd i n g  s a f e t y  i s s u e s , 
upcoming meetings, events, items for 
sale, lost pets, etc.   
Please  consider  signing  up  if  you  haven’t 
already done so.  It is well worth it and will 
help keep your family  safe,  informed,  and 
up to date on our neighborhood.  Just log 
into our website at windingbrookpark.com. 
Look for the link in the upper right corner. 
It is faint so look hard!

2020  
Dates to Remember 

Easter Egg Hunt 
CANCELLED 

Garage Sale 
June 20 

4th of July Parade 
4th of July!

How to Maintain Your Mental 
Health During the Pandemic 

There  are  ways  you  can  reduce  your  stress  during  this 
unprecedented time:
1. Limit  watching,  reading,  or  listening  to  news  reports 

regarding the pandemic.   Hearing information repeatedly 
about the pandemic can be upsetting,

2. Take care of your body by stretching, deep breathing, and 
exercising regular.  Eat healthy, well-balanced meals. Make 
time for things you enjoy.

3. Connect with people through safe means.
4. Talk with people you trust about your feelings and what 

you are going through.
5. If you find that the stress is ongoing for days, get in touch 

with a healthcare provider.

Kid Friendly Activities 
As we remain in our homes and put social distancing in place, 
children are looking for creative opportunities to pass the days.  
Culled from a  variety  of  sources,  here  are  some suggestions 
that may help you entertain your family.
1. Put those delivery boxes to good use and make a fort.
2. Hide and seek always is a good choice.
3. How about  combining  it  with  a  treasure  hunt.   Weather 

allowing, hide items in the back yard as well as inside your 
house.

4. Bake those favorite cookies.
5. Visit  museums  and  parks  virtually  such  as  Yellowstone 

National  Park,  watch  beluga  whales  at  the  Georgia 
Aquarium.

6. FaceTime other family members as a way to connect while 
social distancing.

7. Play charades
8. Make a pizza.
9. Use all of the building toys on one giant structure.
10.Have each child pick a topic they would like to learn about 

and spend 30 minutes a day on that topic.
11. Have movie night with popcorn.
12.Bio Blitz—find as many different living things as you can in 

a particular outside area and then identify them using field 
guides to help.

13. Create a sound map.  Sit in one spot silently and listen to 
the sounds around you.  On the paper, draw or write what 
sound you hear,  and try to place those sounds and where 
they’re coming from on the map.

What activities are enjoyed by your family?  
Please share with us by posting on Nextdoor 
or  send ing  us  an  emai l  a t 
wbpahome@gmail.com.    We can  all  learn 
new activities and get through this together.
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Easter Bunny 
Surprise! 

When the Easter Bunny found out 
our neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt 
had  to  be  cancelled  this  year,  he 
decided to make a  special  stop at 
Winding  Brook  on  April  11  to 
personally drop off some eggs (at a 
socially  safe  distance)  to  our  kids!  
If  you  would  like  some  Easter 
magic to visit your house, please 
indicate one of two ways that you 
would like eggs placed in your front 
yard on April 11:
1. Place  a  sign  on  or  near  your 

mailbox  that  says  “Please  stop 
here!”

2. When   you  spot  the  Easter 
Bunny,  catch  his  attention  by 
waving out a window or door or 
porch, and he will deliver!

The Easter  Bunny will  be  visiting 
these  streets  at  these  designated 
t imes  on  the  mor n ing  and 
afternoon of April 11.  Be sure to 
watch for him!

9:00-9:15   Carriage  Lane  and 
Briarton
9:15-9:45  Old Bedford Trail, Fox 
Run, and Timber Trail 
9:40-10:00  Whispering Oak
10:30-11:00  Hearthstone  Drive, 
Merrifield,  and  Winding  Brook 
Drive loop with Heritage Dr.
1 1 : 0 0-1 1 : 3 0   Embers  and 
Springmill and Winding Brook and 
Merrifield between Springmill  and 
Hearthstone
11:30-12:00   Merrifield,  Baintree, 
Bonnet  Hil l ,  Robin  Lane  and 
Rustic Terrace
3:30-4:00   Winding  Woods  and 
the last of Winding Brook Dr. and 
Luminaire  and  Donneybrook 
Courts from Springmill to Day.
A big THANK YOU to the Easter 
Bunny for bringing us some holiday 
cheer!

Happy Easter 
and  

Happy Passover!


