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EASTER EGG FUN
A huge thank you to all the Board Members and their families who made the
Easter Egg Hunt possible this year, especially Mark Thornton for heading up the
event. And thank you to our neighbors who brought their children out to enjoy the
fun!

Q: How will this affect our property taxes?
A: Because of current legislation, you should
not see any change to your property taxes by
becoming apart of the city of Mishawaka. Your
current taxes do not have any portion of the pie
that supports the city of Mishawaka, and that
would be the only difference: if WBP were to
become part of the city, property taxes are paid
to the county and a portion of each property tax
pie would support the city. That might also
incentivize the city of Mishawaka to allocate
more money to supporting amenities close to
Winding Brook, such as Henry Frank Park. Of
course, legislation could always change in the
future, but as of now, all primary residences are
taxed at a cap of 1% of the assessed value and
all non-primary residences have a cap of 2%.
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Q: Has the city of Mishawaka ever conducted a
hostile annexation of a residential
neighborhood?
A: No, we have only conducted voluntary
annexations.
Q: If the city annexed our neighborhood, would
you connect the dead-ends to nearby city roads?
For example, would the end of Old Bedford be
connected to Veteran's Parkway?
A: No, we have no intention of connecting Old
Bedford to Veteran's Parkway; in fact, a buffer
was actually created when Veteran's Parkway
was put in. We would only ever consider
making connections like that if the subdivision
proposed it as part of the annexation.
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Q: Would we lose our voice as a subdivision if
we were annexed? Would we just become part
of the city and lack any voice?
A: The city just provides city services. WBP
represents its own subdivision and it retains
control within the subdivision.
Q: If we were annexed and became part of the
city, would the city be able to change the zoning
of our neighborhood?

A: There is a zoning process which includes a public
hearing, so WBP residents would have a voice in that
process.
Q: Would our water bill change if we were charged the
city rate rather than the county?
A: Currently, the residents of Winding Brook are charged
a surcharge for city water, which would be dropped if the
neighborhood was annexed. On average, water bills
would likely be about $10 cheaper per month.
Q: What about leaf pickup?
A: That's a service provided by the city, so we would have
our leaves picked up by the city.
Q: And trash pickup? Would we still be able to choose
our trash provider?
A: No, you would not be able to choose your trash
provider; the city would provide that service and you'd be
assigned a trash pick-up day for the entire
neighborhood. The city takes bids for trash pickup, so it
will be whichever provider the city chooses and trash
pickup will be part of your city utility bill. Your electric,
water, sewer, and trash would all be on one bill.
Q: Does the city of Mishawaka have a Green Waste or
compost program?
A: We do not offer either. The trash companies did
determine that they need lawn waste to be included in
regular trash pickup, rather than separated, to help with
the digestion of waste at the landfill. So lawn waste can
be included in the regularly scheduled pickup.
Q: If we were annexed, would the city snowplow
neighborhood streets?
A: Yes.
Q: For those in the neighborhood without city sewer
currently available to them, would the city provide city
sewer hookups?
A: The state law is that any city land must be provided
comparable levels of service. So yes, we would have to
provide city sewer lines to hook up to. It would be up to
the residents to pay for the hookup themselves.
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Are you signed up with NextDoor yet?
This website is a social platform based on
your address. You can choose to only get
alerts from Winding Brook Park or
include surrounding neighborhoods. This
is our neighborhood's primary means of
immediate communication. This is where
we communicate with our neighbors
about upcoming events, meetings, safety
concerns, etc.
You can sign up at nextdoor.com or by
going to our windingbrookpark.com
homepage and clicking the icon in the top
right-hand corner.

Brian Powell—President;
George Cressy, III—Treasurer;
Mariah Cressy—Secretary &
Crier Editor
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Dear Neighbors,
Thank you to those who made the April 20th
meeting regarding the topic of annexation. Ken
Prince was present from the city of Mishawaka,
and a lot of great topics were addressed. We
realize the time of day was not ideal for every
family so we plan to communicate an evening
virtual meeting opportunity very soon. We are
also seeking out input from a county
representative on this topic. So here is what you
can expect next:
An email with a brief summary regarding
the April 20th meeting and an annexation
details overview
A virtual meeting opportunity to be
communicated via email by May 20
A written recommendation of next steps by
the Board, provided in your mailbox by
June 15
Thank you for your passion for this
neighborhood which makes these conversations
so important. Finally, please understand that
this process would ultimately require 75%
petition approval by the neighborhood,
followed by a financial assessment by the city of
Mishawaka, and then a subsequent city
decision. This could not happen via the
opinions of our Board or slight majority of the
neighborhood.
I wish you and your families a wonderful Spring
and early Summer!
—Brian Powell

Neighborhood Garage Sale
Saturday, June 25
July 4th Parade
Monday, July 4th
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Mark Thornton
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P.O. Box 6566
South Bend, IN 46660

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
My sincerest apologies, readers. In my haste to
forge forward with continuing this publication
and to adapt to many changes that took place
on the Board over the last year, I completely
left out a publicly printed thank-you to four of
our long-standing and very active Board
Members: Zach Dripps, Sharon Burden, Kathy
Smith, and Tim Sullivan.
Zach, Sharon, Kathy, and Tim,

From all of us on the Board and in the
neighborhood — our community wouldn't be the
same without your dedication and help over the
years. You four were all very involved in
neighborhood events and Board activities, and you
have helped shape Winding Brook into the place it
is today. We are better because of your love and
enthusiasm for our community. We appreciate you,
and we will miss you on the Board!

Q: How would our fire service change? Would
we have a quicker response time?
A: The fire stations work on a mutual response
system, meaning that the nearest firehouse that
is available responds to the call. In general, the
response time is quicker in the city. The
neighborhood is situated between Stations 2 &
3, so WBP should have a good response time no
matter who is available; Penn Township's fire
departments used to be volunteer-based, and
that's why the response time used to be slower.
They now have full-time firefighters.
Recreational fires are still allowed, and just like
in the county, you are not allowed to burn
leaves. Amnesty days no longer exist.
Q: What about code enforcement?
A: The county now has code enforcement just
like the city. But it's a similar process — you file
a complaint.
Q: How would police response change?
A: The county only has 2 squad cars covering
the county (it's typically low as it's mostly
suburban land), while the city of Mishawaka
always has a minimum of 9 squad cars on
patrol. So the response time should be faster.
Q: What are the advantages to the city of
Mishawaka if WBP were annexed?
A: I am not here to convince the neighborhood
to start the process of annexation. The city just
has a due diligence to respond to the question
of whether an area should explore annexation.
That's all this discussion is meant to be — an
exploration. And this meeting just serves as
only one forum. I do not expect you to leave
here with a consensus or to immediately move
on to signing a petition.
Q: What zoning codes are there in the city of
Mishawaka concerning group homes that
already exist in the neighborhood?
A: In the city, you can have 5 unrelated people
in a house without any kind of approval. If
you’re providing medical service, you need
certain approval. Those group homes' rights will
not just be stripped from them if the
neighborhood is annexed — they can be
grandfathered in.
Q: Do we have any say in the address we will be
given if we are annexed?

A: No, address numbers are given based on geometry
from a center point in the city, then block by block. Main
Street is zero, for instance. The same grid system would
apply to the neighborhood's new addresses.
Q: How would this affect our Gift to the Community?
A: The city would not be comfortable using tax dollars to
support the event. WBP would need to get approval from
the Board of Public Works, as they need to make sure
emergency vehicles will still be able to get through, etc.
Q: Any change to the school districts?
A: Those are determined by the schools, so any change to
the boundary of Penn schools would be made by Penn,
not the city.
Q: What is the process and intent behind a hostile
annexation?
A: State law is prohibitive of hostile annexations. The
only plausible way it could happen is if WBP became an
island. The city would have to initiate it, and the city
currently has several islands they’ve chosen not to
annex.
Q: What is the process if we were to go through with
annexation?
A: The city would only consider it if there’s a vast
majority (75%) of people in WBP who sign a hard-copy
petition requesting annexation. Tens of thousands of
dollars would then be used to analyze if the city can
provide services. Let’s say the costs are too extreme, and
the city might say they don’t want WBP. It would take
months for the city to go through the financial analysis.
Next year also happens to be an election so the next
logical date that any annexation would take effect would
be January of 2024. And by law, the city has 3 years to put
in the infrastructure from the start date of annexation.
Q: Would the city put in sidewalks?
A: State law says that we have to provide services
equivalent to the city proper, but we wouldn't have to
create sidewalks. It would be up to the subdivision if
WBP would like the city to consider that in our financial
analysis.
Q: Would our roads be repaved if we were annexed?
A: If annexed, your roads would go onto the same
priority list that all city roads are on for being repaved.
Roads are rated 1-10 and the worst roads get priority;
they are also rated in terms of busy-ness, with the busier
roads getting higher priority.
Q: Could speed bumps be added to roads?
A: No, the city typically doesn't add speed bumps to
public roads.

